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Girt Captures Prize Snake of Expedition to Restock Bronx Zoo '
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Curator Ditmars
Brings Many In-

teresting Speci-
mens From South-
ern Swamps, but
None Finer Than
Big Rattler Caught
by His Daughter
Gladys

By HERBERT ASBURY.
Raymond U Ditmars

WHEN" Charles E. Snyder, our-at-

and head keeper, re-

spectively, of the New Xork j6oologcal
Park which ia the polite name for
the Bronx Zoo went down Into the
Great River cypress swamp of South
Carolina, forty miles up the Savannah
River, a; Tew weeks ago to bag enough
snakes, and alligators and toada anal
things Ilka that to replenish the stock
of the zoo, they made their home and
headquarter in an old abandoned
cabin on the reservation of the Pine
Land Club, which Is composed of a

of New York business men who
like the weird and the wild of nature
and (here Is nothing wilder or more
weird'than a cypres swamp, with its
blasted stumps of treea, its dead and
dismal vegetation and Its long reaches
of wet, mushy sand.

The abandoned cabin waa in the
most weird portion of that weird coun
try and It was dirty. Mrs. Ditmars
and her daughters, Gladys and Bea-
trice, went along with the snake hunt-
ers to see that they kept their feet
dry and had plenty to eat. The first
day they had the cabin she decided
it needed a thorough houaecleanlng.
This ahe and her two daughters
started to give it, while Mr. Ditmars
and Mr. Snyder went out Into the
swamp to look over what was to be
'heir hunting ground for the next two
or three weeka, or until they had cap-
tured enough snakea to fill the empty
places in the snake dens of Bronx
Park.
The Piccaninny Flats a Mon.tt-r- .

The sixth member of the snake
hunting expedition was a dirty, ragged
little negro boy who rejoiced in the
appellation of George Washington
'ackaon something or other none of
'he Ditmars ever knew his last name.
George Washington Jackson was a sort
of general factotum and all around
servant. He carried, before the ex-
pedition was over, everything from
bags of snakes to buckets of water,
although he never carried a snake
that he didn't protest vigorously and
with much rolling of his big eyes.
George Washington Jackson helped
with the housecleerting, getting In the
way and driving a few toads and in-

numerable cockroaches from the safe
taven of the cabin into the dangers
"f the swamp, and finally Mrs. Dit-
mars got the idea that a big huckle-
berry pie would be a fine thing to offer
her husband and Mr. Snyder when
'hey came back from their first snake
hunt Swamps in that section literally
warm with wild berry patches, which

one of the reasons why it Is such a
Rod place for snakes, and there was

little huckleberry patch right out In
'he front yard, not fifteen feet from
'no door of the cabin.

"Oeor.ge. Washington Jackson," said
Mrs. Ditmars, "you get a bucket and

o out and pick enough huckleberries
'rr a pie."

So George Washington Jackson got
his bucket and out ha went. Inside
'h house, for a few minutes, the
hree women could hear the huckle-herrle- s

plunking against the bottom of
the boy'g bucket, and they could hear

Washington Jackson crooning
one of the plaintive negro melodies of
'he South. But In about ten minutes,vy heard the mightiest roar of fright

at ever Issued from the throat of
I Uttl darkey, then the crash of the
bucket aa George Washington Jackson
"as It from him, and the next Instant

very frightened little negro dashed
Into the cabin and plunged head first
'mder a table.

"What's the mattef?" asked Mrs.
Ditmars.

"Lawsy massy:" exclaimed George
Washington Jackson. "I done almost
f-- ' my foot right on the biggest snake
'ho. is in the whole world: They Is
a mike out In dat berry patch blg-'- n

what a elefunt Is big!"
' Cumu out and show us where it

- ' asked Gladys Ditmars.
"No. nun!" said George Washingt-

on Jackson, positively, "I aint goln'
o near dat snake: Dat's ths biggest

"!'":r snake In the whole wide
erl't"

i

AN ALLIGATOR- - ABOUT to PLUNGE irvdo A
"GATOR. HOLE"

80 Gladys went out by herself and
had a look, because she has seen so
many anakes they havo no terrors
for her at all. She knows a lot about
them. Bhe knows Just how far a
rattier can strike, for Instance, which
Is about half Its length, and she
knows how to escape the bite of a
anake and what to do If the reptile's
fangs do happen to sink Into a per
son's flesh. She really thought George
Washington Jackson had seen a garter
anake or at most a harmless black
snake, so she was very much sur-
prised when she saw, colled up like
a watch spring beneath a bush, the
biggest diamond back rattler she had
ever seen and she had seen some
big ones at the zoo.

Now the diamond back rattler Is the
most venomous snake and the most
dangerous on the North American
continent. It ranks among the great
snakes of the world so far as down-
right meanness Is concerned. Many
authorities contend that the diamond
back, next to the hooded cobra of In-
dia, la the most dangerous snake in
the world. It is not a rarity in zoos
by any means, yet the zoo that has a
fine specimen of a diamond back rat-
tler can count Itself fortunate. And
to get a snake like the one the pic-
caninny found not fifteen feet from
the cabin was one of the principal
aim of Mr. Dltmars's expedition.

Girl Captures the Serpent.
This snake that flashed it baleful

eyes at Gladys Ditmars was one of tho
finest specimens she had ever seer--
more than six feet long and clearly
and beautifully marked with the
brown diamonds on its mottled back
and sides. She knew that her father
would give a great deal to capturo the
snake, but her father was away, and
so was Mr. Snyder. So she deter-
mined to undertake the dangerous
task of capturing the snake herself,
although her mother and her sister
were not very keen about tho idea.

But Gladys knocked the lid off a
box of condensed milk and took the
box. To It she fastened a vole about
six feet long. Then she went t the
huckleberry patch. By this time the
snake, let alone, had uncoiled, and
lay at full length under a bush. He
had tp coll before he could be cap-
tured, because the box was not large
enough to cover him as he lay. 80
Gladys threw a handful of sand at
him, and walked to within ten or
twelve feet of the dangerous fangs.
The snake reared himself Into the
form of the letter 8, darted his forked
tongue In and out, swayed his flat,
diamond shaped head bark and forth,
and colled ready to strike. At the in-

stant ho colled Gladys rushed toward
him, and before ho could lunge at her
ahe dropped the box neatly over him.
The next Instant there was a thud as
the fangs of the reptile struck the In-

side of the box, but lie did no damage,
although later when the box was re-

moved two strips of rattlesnake
venom were streaming down the
wood enough poison to have killed a
dozen men.

Once the snake was safely under
the box Gladys Ditmars calmly
stamped on It, driving the sides of the
box into the soft sand and effectually
preventing tho escape of the snake.
Then she went back Into th cabin
and resumed her sweeping, which
Oeorge Washington Jackson had In-

terrupted. When her fiUlier came back
to the cabin with Mr. 'nyder ahe told
him of her capture. He laughed.

"A diamond back rattler," he aalrt,
"la principally what we cam" down
here for. That you should catch one

in our front yard is too good to be 35, X&HhAZSK' mH . Ji 4 PHtrue."
But ine Anally convinced him, and

he and Mr. Snyder went out to bag the
snake and put htm away where he
would be safe until time to take htm
back North und put him In his per- -
mancnt home In th" zoo.

It takes two men to snare a ven-
omous snake and the work Is Interest
ing. Each man has a pole, one of
them with wire noose on the end of
It. This noose is slipped over the
snuke's head, preventing his wriggling
away, and then the second man takes
his pole and presses down ths heud of
the snake.. Then, with the reptile se-

curely pinned to the ground, he seizes
the snake behind the head with his
hand. He must be careful to get the
snake right behind the ears, as It were,
so that the reptile cannot move his
head either way enough to sink his
fangs Into tho man's hand. Then the
man holding the snake lifts him high
in the air so that hie full length la off
the ground, and the other man opens a
canvas bag underneath the reptile.

As the snake goes into the air there
Is an Instant during which he fixes
his body and draws himself up to
strike. That Is the Instant in which
he must be dropped into the bag. This
is done quickly, the quicker the better,
and the Instant the snake sinks Into
the bag the man holding the big gives
it a quick twirl and a twist. If this Is
done properly the body of the snake
drops to the bottom of the bag and the
capture Is complete. The bag is then
tied Just above the squirming snatye
and another snake then may be put In
the top half of the bag. Two venom-
ous snakes, however, are not usuilfy
put In the same bag, nor, unlets there
Is a shortage of bags. Is a harmless
snake put into a bag with a venomous
reptile. There la always danger that
one will bite through the canvas or
burlap and kill the other, although
such Instances are rare.

Mr. Ditmars and Mr. Snyder put the
snakes they caught In muslin bags
about thrcu feet deep. A snake could
easily bite through the cloth. On
one occasion Mr. Snyder bagged a

Sidis, the Boy Wonder, Turns Bolshevist
psrents who were shocked

FONDfew years ago at reading of

graduation from Harvard
of William James Sldts, son of Prof.
Boris Sldls, a psychologist, at the age
of IK, and later of his lecturing learn-
edly on mathematics before a group of
graybeards, stunning them all with his
trodlglous knowledge, have now some
thing new to say about precocity. The
boy wonder was said to be a normal
child except for his tremendous brain,
but that any child rould so far out-

distance his fellows was rather a re-

flection on the O'Hellly and McGllll-cudd- y

offspring who had started even
with him.

When It waa reported shortly after
his entrance Into Harvard at the age
of 11 that he had been taken 111 a
chorus of "I told you so's" went up
from the press and public. It was
eOBUBOlUy held that no child could be
healthy who was encumbered with
such an overdose of gray matter.

It was true that as a small child
ftldis did not like to play; but that. It
developed, was due to fear of dogs. He
felt that whenever a dog approached
he must take hold of his mother's
hand, and as his mother could not
constantly be out playing with hlin
he preferred to stay Indoors. Teachers

T!e, CABIN inS FRONT of WHICH GLADYS DITMARS CAUGHT A
DIAMOND BACK RATTLER GLADYS 15 in, tTt, CENTER. Ot tKfi, PICTURE

cotton mouth moccasin, a venomous
snake, and carried It to camp with the
bag flung across his shoulders. Mr.
Ditmars has often carried big bays
containing aa much as fifty or sixty
pounds of venomous snakoa on his
shoulders, and has never been bitten
through the cloth.

The rattler that Gladys Ditmars
trapped was one of four diamond
backs that the expedition obtained
for the 100 and is by far the finest
of the lot. It is an unusually large
snake, although not the largest by
any means that has come out of the
Great Rher Swamp. It measured be-

tween six and seven feet. There Is a
record of a rattler having been caught
down there that was eight feet two
inches long and fifteen Inches In cir-
cumference. The raWler that was
caught by Miss Ditmars, however. Is
the largest now in the Bronx Zoo.
Tor several days after it was put In
tho snake dens at tho 100 It refused
to eat and rattled continuously day
and night. Some five days after It was
brought to New York, however, It
stilled the racket and ate a big rabbit.-

Battlers are the big game of the
snake hunter on this continent. Con-
trary to general belief, they rarely at-

tack n human being unless they are
disturbed flrst. The best place to find
them, porhapa. Is In berry patches, not
because they eat berries, for they do

were annoyed in his elementary
schooling by his Impatience with the
things they were laboriously driving
into the polls of his less nimble minded
companions. "1 knew that before.
Why do you keep saying It?" nas his
constant plaint.

Now He's a Bolshevist.
Sidis now ut the age of 21 Is a

Socialist and an avowed advocato of
Bolshevism. He carried a red flag In
a May day riot at Roxbury. Mass.. and
May 13 was sentenced to eighteen
months In the House of Correction,
the Judicial allotment being divided
between one year for assault com-
mitted upon a policeman and six
months for rioting. Justice Hayden
sitting In the Roxbury court asked
him If he believed In the Soviet form
of Government, und his reply was
affirmative.

"Do you believe In God?" asked the
Justice of the prodigy.

"Not In til" kind of Ood that Is the
boss of Christianity." Sidis answered

"Do you bellrve In the' American
flag?"

"In certain ways."
To another question he said he be.

lleved In the American form of gov-

ernment "to the extent of tho Decla-
ration of Independence."

not. but because berries attract birds
and rahbits and field mice and other
small animals, and these animals are
the prey of the snake.

The rattler, like all other snakes, of
course, uses his forked tonguo both as
t ars and nose. It Is a very sensitive
ursnn and with it lie can follow a trail
as easily as a bloodhound. The reptile
will run along on the trail of a rabbit
or other prey until It reaches water,
and then it will wunder back and forth,
durtlng its forked tongue In and out,
amslUng and listening. If It happens
t' strike a trail down which rabbits
and other small animals run to drink
it will seek 11 hiding place under a
t ush and lie there, culled and ready to
strike, for days waiting patiently for
Its prey to come along.

Soon a rabbit comes bounding along
the trail. It gats to a point opposite
the snake. There is a rattle and a rus-
tle, hut before tho rabbit can escape
the soake lunges forward, the forked
tongue shoots out and the fangs bite
deep. Naturalists who have observed
a rattler klillr.g its prey say that the
force of its blow Is sueb that the rab-
bit or other animal Is knocked over,
then gets up and staggers a few steps
and drops dead. Then the snake crawls
forth and bolts, the animal whole.
Heavy leather leggings and boots, how-
ever, are proof against the rattler's
fangs.

The witness stated that the Soviet
Ideals do not necessarily imply vio-
lence. Political Socialists, he said, be-

lieve mainly In the ballot and the
In control of industry. The

red In the red flag, Sldls asserted,
stands fur the common blood of
humanity, as It does In the American
flag.

Sldls was then put through a cross
examination and admitted that he
claimed exemption from the draft be-

cause Of conscientious objections. In
redirect examination he said he does
DOt believe in force. He denied that
be had said, "To hell with the Ameri-
can flag." addin that he never used
such language.

After sentence had been rronounced
the young prodigy appealed his case
and was held In 5,000 bonds for the
Superior Court.

Trof. Boris Sldls, who claimed full
credit for the unusual mental develop-
ment of the boy which lio hegan when
his son wus years old In 1911,
pared an BttsVCk on the whole
tional system. He argued that the
chool system should be abolished anj

with It the; "psychologizing educator,
the schoolmaster und' the school-ma'am- ,"

because he said they were re-
stricting rapid development and put
s damper on the "spirit of Inquisitive- - j

Mr. Snyder had one very narrow es-

cape from a rattlesnake that didn't try
to get away, but which turned and
ctme straight at the hunters. They
snared It. but before they could get it
into tho bag It Htruck. Its fangs did
not (Ulte reach Mr. Snyder's flesh, but
the venom squirted onto his forearm,
which was bare. It happened that day
Mr. Snyder had been bitten by numer-
ous red bugs, or rhlggers, and there
were many ubiavions on his arm. It
was feared some of the venom might
get into his blood through tho broken
skin, but although he was watched
carefully nothing appearing like snako
poisoning developed. The party was
prepared for things of this sort, of
course, and had unlimited supplies of

I

snake serum and antidotes.
All told Mr. Dltmars's party brought

bai l; to the zoo several hundred spec-
imens, with thirty-tw- different species

of snakes, alligators, toads, f roes. Ac.
They caught ninety-nin- e snakes, of
fourteen different kinds, which nre
now at tha soo. These Include the
rattlesnake, the king snake, coach-whi-

black snake, plno snake, ring
neck snake, copper belly, scarlet,
water moccasin, pilot snake, the cop-
perhead and tho cotton mouth moccas-
in.- The last two are poisonous.

There are also a few specimens of
rat snakes, harmless reptiles of great
beauty Of coloring, with bellies like a

ness" by which a child learns most
rapidly. He went further and attacked
the environment of the home as tend-
ing neither to Inspire nor educate the
child.

strictures on Oar Home.
"The father works In some busi-

ness," he said, "or nt some trade and
loves sports and games. Not a spark
of refinement and culture, not a re.
deeming ray of love, of knowledge and
of art light up the commonplace and
frivolous life, of thu family. What
wonder that the children of 10 and 11
can hardly read and write, are little
brutes, and waste away their precious
life of childhood In close, dusty over-
heated rooms of some elementary
school? Commercial mediocrity Is
raised at home and cultivated In the
school."

There Is no reason to doubt that
Prof. Sldls still holds to these views
whether or not he sympathizes with
the present predicament of his prodigy
it Is quite likely, however, that many
American parents will still prefer to
raise their little rules In the cheerful
ness of the famlsy circle that Prof.
Sldls deplores rather than to give them
Into custody of an lnudlectual giant
who will raise them to such mental
capacity that they will think of gov-
ernment only In terms of revolution
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GLADYS DITMAR.S, AGED 14- - YEARS, WHO CAUGHT
tfCe, BIG DIAMOND BACK RATTLER. Xfe PETS ABOUT

HER. NECK ARE A KING end. AN INDIGO SNAKE

Huge Serpent Gives Piccaninny the
Scare of His Life Alligator Puts Up

Terrific Fight, but Loses Queer
Frogs, Turtles and Toads Bagged

glased checkerboard and backs and t lie out In the rivers down South, and
sides like an Oriental rug pattern, j when anything approached they would
This rat snake, together with the slide lazily Into, the water and rest
black snake and a few other species, nti the bottom until they thought the
nas a curious habit of Imitating a rat- - danger had passed. But in the last
tier m order to frighten its enemies
away. They He In the brush and dry
grass, and at the approach of danger
they will col) and hiss and shake their
tails about In the grass, rattling them
against tho leaves and giving a vy
good Imitation of a rattler.

Mr. Ditmars found many birds In
tho Great Swnmp so tame that he was
able to get close enough to them to
watch them on their nests and take

, , .,ittl.. MUM l.l. .1wmh, him veunsi moving pictur' s

Now
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one occasion Mr. This muddy and the
was pnotographing a cardinal, a gor- - whatever vegetation there Is by
geously colored so tame trampled by thehe was to bring his giant reptile crawling about. Is

camera within a he Is
was cranking Industriously, In holes, with

bird cot lust tb.-'- Hrntta n,1
nnv snonK and trembled, her feathers

up on her she
squawked feebly In terror. Looking
about, Mr. Ditmars discovered a

snake crawling toward the birdand her nest, darting its forkedtongue, swaying its ugly andhissing a miniature steam radla-- "
Here was a chance to gt a very

unusual moving picture of a snak
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few years, because of the great
of shooting at alligators from

river amers, these seem
have changed their whole mode of
life. they arc
the BWampa and bayous back from
main river.

There hey are found 'gator
holes," deep holes running twelve
to feet deep In and
filled with water which usually mud-
dier than rhe siirrnmiilinir r

of them. On Ditmars water, fact that
near

bird and that has been and mashed
able pie- -
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when suddenly uhM.vinrr

stood body and

big
black

head
like
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"My said

of that, and when frogs leap
Into the pool or bird and
come down to drink there one snap
of the Jaws, like

of metal door, and prey
caught.

Eaay Yon How.
are dangerous catch

e when people know their
or how cat.-- them, but com- -

paratively to the experienced
K hunter, a hook Is used,

hook fastened to the long
A Tortoise With Parasites. ar"' strong pole. The hole is located.

One of the curio... a"d ,nP hook and I'ole down Into
Ditmars brought to zoo was IT '" '!
tne gopher " "o F "otortoise, a sizable land tor
tie of ",:i"f'"'l about fifteen minutes.unusually curious habl s of life
This tortoise then he bites at the pole. The tug as

levant, and VTunneTtweive Lft5!2r "Mr:
icei or more drarainv m" ti- -

mnA in,i ,.. ;r? the pole works it about until it catchesu.iu in mound atthe entrance. i: ... scales hehlnd foreleg- -
v.iiiiitiigo near one of these gopher ,,lac,'-';i- nd t"'"

toise th alllllalor andtunnels. Thev break and run "'" fl"lipcd ovw head soonsoon they come within light of
one appears. this he held, and

Naturalists never more
noose over

than one tortoise tunnel UW UCKM,n tne Pro"
in with the are several

eed b"tU,M a" allla,w 1'--

other, kinds animal life which have d"p,U hta bu,kv 1!llt whil" Jaws
relation each other In kit Very powerful dosing ho cannot

species- - which are seen nowhere ", -"-- "" v.wmrM
else. They are the gopher frog PrfU Jg Of the

creature varying P" alHtor In the Bronx Zoo can
lxc: the logemer Wltn the thumbsgopher snake, long rep-- L

tile something forefingeri.
four of beetle, about! CnC( Uvv" !",(" 're':- - P"1"
tne size of man's thumb nail. These
anakes. beetles and frogs are para-
sites: thev beln IVm fr,-fr.- ! Aim
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'sight whe" Mr' OK1""1as fast as possible. Even Mr-

then it is a question of luck in finding ' ""' w Discovered uic mir
the tortoise an tmr m.iv nu rows of a new species of animal.

Ti"'y vl "t mt0 l"a hum- -row that he cannot heat his pur u. r
it. The same thing applies to the ro0ck" duy d ols"'ve,"J a

gophor snake. All these one her of hug.i holes in ggnd. No
burrow and appear to know whlch they had knowledge built

no other of refuge When dan-Kuc- h
amazin burrows, they were

ger approaches they run for their own i
ry koen to 'xPlor', 'hem. they

burrow, although there may be others hld !,a hest they could behind h;m-neare-

mocks of sand and waited half a
The gopher frog Is an exceedingly but no strango animals appeared

crazy of creature, has the I Then thev asked one of their darky
most foolish looking faro of almost I helper what sort of animals, made th

animal. The way this fro,- - gnoie,
j caught la to find one sitting at the) "N'lggere made them holes," he r

entrance to a and then Close! P"ed' '""I ,0,d Rh"ut M

up tho tunnel by sticking s shovel There Is a legend among the negroes
Into it through the sand. The f row of South Carolina that bd''k In the oi l
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trios frantically get through tl
shovel. He never tries turn around
and out of tha tunnel; his

appears to be to get far Into
the burrow possible. Then, of
course, nothing remains but pick
him up and put him in a bag.
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gajl and the others used to sail up the
Savannah River and bury their stolen
doubloons and pieces of In the
sands of the cypress swamps. A month
or 60 before Mr. Dttrnara and his party
reached the (;reat swamp a fortune
teller had come through and for a
consideration of $;.") each agreed tell
the Just where the gold was

Mr. Ditmars brought iia:k two finu buried. He co!!rct"d several died
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weighing 220 pounds and the other ceremony staked :t si many loea
ninety.
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